Northern Illinois University School of FCNS
FCNS 331A, Practicum in Early Childhood Studies: Infants and Toddlers
Spring 2009, 1-1:50pm, Gabel Hall 170

Instructor:

Emily Reilly. M.S.

Email:


ereilly@niu.edu


Phone:


753-1150

Office:


Gabel 170
Office Hours:

By appointment only

Prerequisites:

FCNS 230
Required Texts
Harms, T.,Clifford, R.M., & Cryer, D. (2003). Revised ed.  Infant/Toddler Environment Rating Scale. NY: Teachers College Press.
Course Description:
Participation and observation in infant-toddler settings for a minimum of 30 clock hours. S/U grading.
	Course Objectives:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
	This Objective will be met by:

	Identify development and developmental variations in infant and toddlers.
	30 hours of observation, observation journal, learning development profile, and IAP’s

	Apply principles of observation skills 
	Observation journal and learning development profile

	Identify process variables which impact quality
	Completion of ITERS


Course Requirements:




· Observation (30 hours)

· Observation journal


 






· Individual Activity Plan (2)


 
· ITERS


 

Students are expected to read class materials prior to lecture date and be prepared to discuss readings in class and/or discuss in small groups and present to class.  Classes will consist of a combination of Instructor lecture and small group activities.  This course will require access to internet.  Blackboard will be utilized for Course Documents, such as syllabus and rubrics, instructor announcements, discussion board, and supplemental course materials.  If you have questions regarding blackboard log on to: www.helpdesk.niu.edu/its/blackboard/student_suppport.shtml


Grading:
This course is an S/U course. In order to receive an S in this course, all course assignments must be submitted.  If two or more assignments are late or two or more class periods are missed, a grade of U will be given. 
Note:  An incomplete will only be given if the student has completed the necessary form for requesting an incomplete and it has been approved and signed by the instructor by the last class period before the final exam.  See the NIU catalog regarding course incomplete policies.

Assignments:

Observations: Observe and participate with children in the infant, toddler, and two’s programs of the CDL at Gabel 170. The CDL is open from 7:45a to 5:00p.  A total of 30 clock hours of participation is required. You will need to sign up for two hours a week to meet this requirement. 

Observation Journal: All observations will be recorded in your observation journal. You must sign in on the CDL observation cards labeled 331A for each observation.   The journal will be collected 5 times throughout the semester. Refer to class schedule for due dates. The journal is cumulative, meaning all previous journals and assignments must be submitted with new ones. Journals must be typed.

Each observation must consist of the following:

· Date and Time

· Classroom (ITTE or ITTW)

· Child’s Name

· Topic Focus

· Hours and Minutes of observation

· Running record of accumulated hours

· Narrative (running record) of what you see and hear during your observation.

· Developmental interpretation of your narrative.

Individual Activity Plans:  You will plan two activities, one for each child you choose to observe for the semester. The activity must be developmentally appropriate. A form will be provided which can be accessed on blackboard. 

ITERS:   Each student is required to complete the Infant toddler environment rating scale assessment in one of the two ITT classrooms. The assessment takes approximately three hours to complete. Further explanations and guidelines will be given in class. Findings of the assessment will be shared in class.
Expectations for students observing in the CDL:

· Sign in using the observation sign in sheet located on a clipboard on the counter in the booth

· Leave lights on in the booth

· Be respectful of others in the observation booth. Parents, students, faculty, and staff use this space.

· If  there is an issue with AV equipment, please notify the Director

**Please note, in regard to assignments:

· If writing is a weakness for you, visit the Writing Center on campus for assistance.  The Writing Center is located in Stevenson South Tower B in the lower level.  The phone number is 753-6636.  More than eight grammatical errors on your first assignment will result in the instructor referring you to the writing center for the next assignment. Documentation of your visit is requried.
· Assignments should be computer generated, double spaced, on white paper.  When citing sources, please use APA style.  All sources must come from scholarly books, articles, or credible websites.

Policies and Procedures:

1. Americans with Disabilities Act.  Any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor within the first two weeks of the semester to ensure the implementation of necessary accommodations.

2. Class Attendance and Participation.  Students are expected to attend all class sessions and come to class prepared to discuss material.  Students who are absent are responsible for getting class notes and hand-outs from another student.  Lecture notes will be posted on blackboard.  Participation is encouraged and appreciated.  It is expected that students will act as leaders and professionals in the field, and a professional attitude toward course work and other students will be expected.

3. Classroom Conduct.  Students are expected to engage in professional behavior in the classroom and during class assignments, such as in the Child Development Laboratory.  Be respectful at all times.  The following behaviors are disrespectful to either the instructor or other classmates:  coming to class late, talking while someone else has the floor, sleeping during class, reading the newspaper during class, and the use of cell phones.  You will be asked to leave class and will not receive attendance credit if engaged in any of the above stated disrespectful behaviors.

4. Late Assignments.  Assignments are due on the scheduled due date and will be collected at the beginning of the class period.  Late papers will only be accepted at the discretion of the instructor, based upon her judgment of the legitimacy of your excuse.

5. Academic Misconduct.  Students are responsible for following the policies stated in the Northern Illinois University students Judicial Code handbook (section 6-4, pp. 18-19).

6. Plagiarism and Cheating will not be tolerated!!
7. For the purpose of this class, Plagiarism is defined as:
The unreported use of documents or resources and/or submission of work that was made or created by someone other than yourself.  Specifically if more than three words are copied from a source, they must be referenced.  Any idea which is not your own, must be referenced.  

8. Class Visitation Policy.  Only NIU students are allowed to attend classes at NIU.  Guests,  

including family members, are not permitted to attend.  Because university classes are not developmentally appropriate situations for children, children will not be allowed in class.

9. Confidentiality: Students are expected to act in a professional manner while completing observation hours.  All written work and class discussions regarding particular children’s development is to remain confidential. Students are required to sign a confidentiality agreement to participate in this course.
This course is a seminar course which will meet 8 times throughout the semester. When the seminar does not meet, it is expected you will use this time to complete observation hours.
TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE

	January 15
	Topics: Introduction to Course

Syllabus

Observation expectations

Confidentiality agreement 

Volunteer Handbook

	January 29
	Topics: Individual activity plans

Assignments: Observation journal due (6 hours)

	February 12
	Topics: Observation Discussion

Assignments: 1st IAP due

	February 19
	Topics: Observation Discussion

Assignments: Observation journal due (6 hours)

	March 12
	Spring Break

No Class

	March 19
	Topics: ITERS

Readings: ITERS pg 5-8 (instructions)

Assignments: Observation journal due (6 hours)

	April 9
	Topic s: Share ITERS findings

Assignments: ITERS Due and Observation journal due (6 hours)

	April 30
	Topics: Observation Discussion and outdoor environments

Assignments: Final Observation journal submission due (6 hours)

	May 7
	Topic: Final Discussion/Reflection on observations

Assignment: 2nd IAP Due


