
FCNS 331, Section 1:  

Inclusive Program Planning for Infants, Toddlers and Their Parents

SP 2009  T 2-4:50 

The Early Childhood Studies program is part of the NIU Community of Learners, which builds upon knowledge, practice and reflection to build exemplary Early Childhood Professionals.

Professor: 
Susan Bowers, Ph.D., School of Family, Consumer, and Nutrition Sciences

E-Mail:

DrBowers@niu.edu
Faculty Office:


Wirtz 164


Graduate Assistant:   

Shelley Stocker-Barclay  z064701@students.niu.edu

FCNS Main Office:  

815-753-1543; Wirtz 118  (First floor, NE corner)

Course Description:  

Principles underlying the development of planned programs for young children (conception through 2 years) and their parents. Emphasis on the selection, presentation, and use of materials and experiences consistent with current theory and research in human development. 

PRQ: FCNS 230 (Child Development). 

This course addresses elements of NAEYC Standards 1,2,4,7,8,9,10.  Particular emphasis on

1B, “Understands conceptually sound and meaningful curriculum for children from birth through grade three”; 1C, “Demonstrates an understanding of current research, best practice and professional standards”; 1D,“Plans, implements and evaluates integrated, conceptually sound, meaningful learning experiences for children from birth”; and 8B, “Understands how to provide learning opportunities, which support and enhance each area of development-physical, social, emotional, cognitive, linguistic, and aesthetic”

Course Objectives:  

Upon completion of the course, students should be able to

1.  
Plan, implement, and evaluate conceptually sound, meaningful learning experiences for children from birth to age 2.

2.  
Demonstrate knowledge of current theory and research on infant/toddler programming.

3.  
Develop and implement a curriculum which focuses on children’s need and interests, and which takes into account culturally valued content and children’s home experiences. 

4.  
Adapt activities and environment to meet the needs of individual children, including those for whom develop is delayed, at risk, or who have a specific disability.

5. 
Create, evaluate, and select developmentally appropriate materials, equipment, and environments. 

Required Text:

Driscoll& Nagel.  (2008).  Early Childhood Education, Birth-8 (4th Edition).  Boston, MA:  Pearson.  

Also, readings as available on e-reserve

Grading:  End-of-Semester grades will be determined based on the following:

3 Exams




300 (100 poss. points each)

Infant/Toddler Project


100

Homework/Reflections


100







500
pts possible


 

90-100% =A; 80-89% =B; 70-79%=C; 60-69%=D; Below 60%=F

Policies 

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT:    Refer to the Northern Illinois University Judicial Code for definitions.  This class has a “zero tolerance” policy on academic misconduct.

Plagiarism:  

For the purpose of this course and in the context of all written work, plagiarism is defined as the unreported use of documents or resources and/or submission of work that was made or created by someone other than yourself.  Specifically, if more than three words are copied from a source, they should be in quotation marks, and noted with page number.  All ideas not one’s own should be indicated by reference.  All submissions must be unique to this class, and not presented for credit or non-credit in another course.  Students using the writing lab to assist with their work must still submit work that is original, written in their own words, and not edited or rewritten significantly by another person.

Any document submitted which meets the criteria for plagiarism will be graded as an “F” (0 points), and the student will proceed through the system set in place for academic misconduct .  Students engaging in misconduct could possibly receive a grade a zero in the course, and could be dropped from the program or major.  

ONLINE CONDUCT:

Students are expected to engage in professional behavior when posting and responding to online material.  By enrolling in the class, students accept responsibility for following the NIU guidelines for online copyright and downloading privileges.
COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE PROFESSOR:

The best way to reach me is generally by e-mail.  If you send an important email and it does not go through, you should call and state such on my answering machine as well as keep the error message in case you need it for documentation/verification purposes.


STUDY TIPS  Read assignments ahead of time; Ask questions; Avail yourself of campus resources.  Examples of  resources students may find helpful are the reference librarians at the NIU library;  The Center for Access-Ability Resources;  ACCESS tutoring labs; Information Technology Services (Computing Center); and the University Writing Center.  Graduate Students, Students-At-Large, and Honors Students who have not written a research paper before should make an appointment with the reference librarian to learn about library resources and academic journals

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT:  Any student who, because of disability, may require  special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor within the first two weeks of the semester to ensure the implementation of necessary accommodations.

Special accommodations to the class must be processed through the CAAR office.

SEVERE WEATHER AND UNIVERSITY CLOSURE PROCEDURES (FOR EXAMS)

Local residents, dial 752-OPEN

Long Distance callers, dial 1-888-4NIU-OPEN

Also, http://www.niu.edu/weather/
1

