Instructor: Kathryn Maley
Office: Zulauf 626
E-mail: kmaley@niu.edu
Phone: 815-753-5903


HIST 400
Student Teaching in the Secondary School
Fall 2009
Section p-1
This course meets on the following days:  

Monday August 17, 2009: Student Teacher Orientation
Tuesday, August 18, 2009: Portfolio Workshop/First Aid Training
9:00 -5:00 Founders 297
Monday September 14, 2009:  RtI / Impact Assignment Introduction
4:00-6:00 History 400

Location: DuSable 406
Assignment:  Begin Impact on Student Learning Assignment
Monday October 12, 2009:  Reading Strategies and English Language Learners Presentations
4:00-6:00 History 400
Location: DuSable 406
Monday November 9, 2009:  Curriculum Differentiation Presentation
4:00-6:00 History 400 

Location: DuSable 406
Monday November 30, 2009: The First Year of Teaching and Exit Interview Discussion

4:00-6:00 History 400 

Location: DuSable 406
Friday December 4, 2009:   
Semester Wrap Up, Exit Interviews, Career Placement Presentation

PORTFOLIOS DUE ON SHAREPOINT BY 5:00pm!  

9:00 a.m.-noon

Location: Founders 297
Monday, December 14, 2009:  Exit Interviews 
Location and time TBA 
A Note from the Instructor:

In addition to moderating each of the seminars, my role will be to assist you throughout the semester with questions, concerns, or advice.  Should you have any problems in your teaching, you need to contact both your university supervisor and myself immediately.  Should you need to speak with someone removed from your observations, your schools, or your peers, please feel free to call upon me for those reasons as well. 
Course Objectives:
1. To guide, sustain, and support you throughout your semester as a student teacher. 

2. To provide a forum for discussion of issues surrounding your performance in the classroom, your involvement in the school, and continuing developments in secondary school social studies curriculum. 

3. To further develop your sense of yourself as an educator and student of history and social sciences. 

4. To prepare you for the job market and assist you in obtaining a permanent teaching position. 

5. To lay the foundations that will sustain you through your initial years of teaching.  
Course Description:
Student Teaching in the Secondary School and this Seminar are the final two experiences of the Teacher Certification program in History and the Social Sciences at NIU.  Your semester-long participation in a school as a student teacher will introduce you to the rigors and expectations of daily teaching.  The experience, which is the culmination of all of your efforts to date, can be exceptionally rewarding, but that reward will require substantial amounts of hard work.  Planning units and daily lesson plans, interacting with students, fellow faculty, and staff, consulting with your cooperating teacher, and working with your university supervisor will be only part of the full schedule that will occupy your time.  Add to these items the need to keep current in your field of study, professional development days, grading, administrative details, and extracurricular responsibilities and you will quickly note how much there is to do in the life of a teacher. 

While the focus of this semester is on your efforts in the secondary school there is still a need for a sustained link to the university and the educational foundations that you have built to this point.  This seminar serves as the link and connects you, your cooperating teacher, the host school, your university supervisor, and the discipline coordinator in ways that ensure your success in the classroom and as a teacher.  These seminars serve as an opportunity for you to share your experiences with others in the student teaching program and begin to establish the professional development component of your career as a reflective, knowledgeable, practitioner—an exemplary educator.  Each class meeting will be conducted as a professional development seminar of sorts, and each will address a variety of topics, usually through guest presentations, in order to highlight particular issues and further your professional growth. 

Finally, this course will give you the time and the resources to finalize the compilation of your professional portfolio.  As you complete the program you will embark upon the job search before long, and you will need to be able to present yourself, your experience, and your work to others in a meaningful and comprehensive way. 
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Assignments, Formal Requirements and Procedures:
1. Class attendance is mandatory.  You will be excused from class only in an unusual circumstance or for a professional reason.  In such a case permission must be obtained prior to the missed class.  One unexcused absence could result in a failing grade for the course and dismissal from the certification program.  Please inform your cooperating teacher of our meeting dates as soon as possible. 
2. Complete and submit all assignments (including portfolio assignments) on time.  Failure to meet two assignment due dates will result in disciplinary action and possible dismissal from the course.

3. Participate in seminar discussions of relevant themes and issues.  You must actively participate at all times.  As a teacher you are required to be a leading figure and you are expected to model professional behavior in this class. 
4. Read and be prepared to discuss the issues raised in the distributed readings.  
5. Keep a weekly reflection journal that recounts your thoughts on the past week’s teaching and learning and how well you fared.  Each week’s entry should be a cumulative reflection of the major events, challenges, responses, and issues that you faced.  The submissions should be no less than 1 page per week.  These should be submitted electronically to Ms. Maley at the end of each week.  Each submission should be named as follows: YourLastName_Journal_Week_X  (For example: Maley_Journal_1)
6. Complete your program portfolio that represents the work that you have performed over the course of your teaching preparation and your student teaching semester. 
7. Defend your portfolio at the mandatory Exit Interview. 
Readings:
Readings are posted electronically through Blackboard.  These readings will be brief and relevant to the topics under discussion and will usually be current articles or issues raised in the newspapers, news magazines or education journals. 
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Evaluation/Grades:
The grade for this course is Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory.   

A grade of “S” will be earned by those who attend all seminars, submit thoughtful and reflective journals on time, and are deemed to have met the standards for successful and effective teaching as set by your University Supervisor and Cooperating Teacher(s).   

A grade of “U” will be assigned if you miss any seminar, fail to submit the assignments or submit work that is not engaged with the ideas, practices and principles raised by your teaching experience and the readings for the course, or your US and/or CT(s) express significant reservations about your overall performance, preparation, and ability to succeed as a teacher. 

Viewing this course solely in light of that grade, however, is not a wise decision.  Do not ignore the deadlines or demands of this seminar as trivial additions to your teaching.  The two are integrally linked.  It is expected that you will continue to demonstrate a sound work ethic and perform to the level of success that you have achieved prior to your enrollment in this class.  Failure to maintain these standards jeopardizes your recommendation for certification.  Your final grade will depend upon your performance in the seminar and meeting its requirements as well as the evaluations provided by your cooperating teacher, university supervisor, and discipline coordinator.  
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Remember, we all have bad days.

Student teaching is a learning experience.

Learn from your mistakes and try again tomorrow!

