Diversity and Technology Standards

Program: M.S. Ed. in Literacy Education with an Emphasis on Reading


	Diversity 
Proficiencies
	IRA Standards for Reading Professionals
	Information about proficiencies illustrating adherence to these standards for reading specialists and literacy coaches
	Assessment of proficiencies

	
	Standards Elements:
1.3 Foundational knowledge:  Develop knowledge of language development and reading acquisition and the variations related to linguistic and cultural diversity.

2.2 Instructional Strategies: Use a wide range of instructional practices, approaches, methods including technology-based practices for learners at different stages of development and from differing linguistic and cultural backgrounds.

2.3 Curriculum Materials: Use a wide range of curriculum materials in effective instruction for learners in different stages of reading and writing development and from different cultural and linguistic backgrounds.
3.3 Assessment: Use assessment information to plan, evaluate, and revise effective instruction to meet the needs of all students, including those at different developmental stages and those from different cultural and linguistic backgrounds.

4. 2 Create a Literate Environment: Use a large supply of books, technology-based information, non-print materials representing multiple levels, broad interests, and cultural and linguistic backgrounds. 
	Candidates must know and/or be able to do the following :  

1.3 Identify, explain, compare, and contrast the theories and research in the areas of language development and learning to read.

2.2 Support teachers and paraprofessionals in the use of a wide range of instructional practices, approaches, methods including technology-based practices. They help teachers select appropriate options and explain the evidence base for selecting practices to best meet the needs of all students.

2.3 Support teachers and paraprofessionals in the use of a wide range of curriculum materials.   They help teachers select appropriate options and explain the evidence base for selecting practices to best meet the needs of all students.

3.3 Assist the classroom teacher in using assessment to plan instruction for all students.  They use in-speth assessment information to plan individual instruction for struggling readers.  They collaborate with other education professionals to implement appropriate reading instruction for individual students.  They collect, analyze, and use school-wide assessment data to revise school reading programs.
4.2  Assist the classroom teacher in selecting  books, technology-based information, non-print materials representing multiple levels, broad interests, and cultural and linguistic backgrounds. 


	Description of the assessment: 

In each class of the program candidates are assigned projects and lesson plans that reflect their ability to modify instruction using student-centered applications.  In accordance with standards set by the International Reading Association, candidates are assessed through discussion and assignment completion in their use of both assessment and instructional approaches that meet the needs of students with cultural and linguistic differences.  Representative assignments are as follows:

LTRE 500: Improvement of Reading in the Elementary School

The candidate demonstrates his/her diversity proficiencies by assessing at least one diverse learner as part of the Informal Reading Assessment Portfolio Project and including multiple texts and modifications for diverse learners in the Author/Genre Based Reading Strategy Project.

LTRE 505: Reading in the Middle School

The candidate demonstrates his/her diversity proficiencies while interviewing and surveying the history, interests and attitudes of a student during a Student Profile Project with recommendations for instructional adaptations, and developing modifications for marginalized students (due to physical, linguistic, or cultural differences) to participate in the specified classroom activities in an Interdisciplinary Unit. 

LTRE 511: Teaching Reading in the Content Areas

The candidate demonstrates his/her diversity proficiencies while creating a Content Area Strategy Project that includes multiple texts, modifications for diverse learners, and strategies to promote engagement and content learning for all students. 

LTRE 520: Diagnosis and Treatment of Reading Difficulties

The candidate demonstrates his/her diversity proficiencies while assessing the reading behaviors of at least one diverse learner as part of the Formal Assessment Portfolio Project and when describing and demonstrating research-based strategies to support struggling readers as a part of the Reading Instructional Strategies Presentation. . 
LTRE 530: Practicum in Diagnosis of Reading Difficulties
The candidate demonstrates his/her diversity proficiencies while working to develop, implement, and assess the competencies of a struggling reader through Diagnostic Sessions and Lesson Plans,  write a professional Case Report of the student’s challenges and progress, and explain the implications and recommendations to family members during a Parent Conference. 

LTRE 531: Practicum in Problems of Teaching Reading 

The candidate demonstrates his/her diversity proficiencies while working to support and develop reading instructional activities through Tutoring Sessions and Lesson Plans, write a professional Tutoring Report of the student’s progress, and explain the implications and recommendations to family members during a Parent Conference. 

LTRE 601: Supervisory Problems in Reading

The candidate demonstrates his/her diversity proficiencies while developing, recommending and evaluating interventions/programs/initiatives to improve diverse students’ levels of reading achievement with a Review of Instructional Intervention/Program/Initiative. 
LTCY 586: Internship

The candidate demonstrates his/her diversity proficiencies while coaching classroom teachers about the use of reading and writing for real purposes in daily life and to match the use of teaching materials to students’ interests and reading levels through a Demonstration Lesson, implementation of a Paraprofessional Plan to help paraprofessionals work with students formally identified as learning disabled or having linguistic differences, and conduct an Action Research Project to study and analyze changes for students’ needs.


	Technology Proficiencies

	Standards Elements: 

2.2 Instructional Strategies: Use a wide range of instructional practices, approaches, methods including technology-based practices for learners at different stages of development and from differing linguistic and cultural backgrounds.

2.3 Curriculum Materials: Use a wide range of curriculum materials in effective instruction for learners in different stages of reading and writing development and from different cultural and linguistic backgrounds.

3. 1 Assessment: Use a wide range of assessment tools that range from individual and group standardized tests to individual and group informal classroom strategies including technology-based assessment tools.
4. 2 Create a Literate Environment: Use a large supply of books, technology-based information, non-print materials representing multiple levels, broad interests, and cultural and linguistic backgrounds. 


	Candidates must know and be able to do the following:

2.2 Support teachers and paraprofessionals in the use of a wide range of instructional practices, approaches, methods including technology-based practices.They help teachers select appropriate options and explain the evidence base for selecting practices to best meet the needs of all students.

2.3 Support teachers and paraprofessionals in the use of a wide range of curriculum materials.   They help teachers select appropriate options and explain the evidence base for selecting practices to best meet the needs of all students.

3.1 Compare and contrast, use, interpret, and recommend a wide range of assessment tools and practices. Assessments may range from standardized tests to informal classroom strategies and also include technology-based assessments.  They demonstrate appropriate use in their practice and they can train classroom teachers to administer and interpret these assessments. 
4.2  Assist the classroom teacher in selecting  books, technology-based information, non-print materials representing multiple levels, broad interests, and cultural and linguistic backgrounds. 


	Description of the Assessment:

As a part of each class each candidate develops and uses a variety of technology competencies to complete assignments.  They access online connections in order to browse internet sites and communicate through email addresses.  In several classes, they use Blackboard Learning SystemsTM to access announcements, course documents and assignments, and grade lists.  The rubrics for class, assignment reminders, and notes to and from individual instructors are routinely sent by email or placed on CDs by the instructor as a part of this course.  There are 1 or 2 required LiveText postings required in each class as well as the M.S. Ed. in Literacy – Reading portfolio.  In addition, candidates demonstrate competence in technology in the following ways in the classes listed:
LTRE 500: Improvement of Reading in the Elementary School

The candidate demonstrates his/her technological competency while identifying technology resources for lesson ideas and resources (websites, web quests) that could be used by elementary learners as part of the Author/Genre Based Reading Strategy Project.

LTRE 505: Reading in the Middle School

The candidate demonstrates his/her technological competency while delivering a presentation using Power Point to other class members and  suggesting literature lesson extension activities using online activities/sites for the Tradebook Reading and Oral Presentation, through completion of a review paper detailing an online research article for the Independent Online Research Investigation assignment, and  by including computer software applications for the assessment and instructional activities in the Interdisciplinary Unit assignment. 
LTRE 511: Teaching Reading in the Content Areas

The candidate demonstrates his/her technological competency while identifying technology resources for content instruction and related developing lessons as part of the Content Area Strategy Project.  In addition, candidates learn about and incorporate multimedia approaches into their Content Area Strategy Project.
LTRE 520: Diagnosis and Treatment of Reading Difficulties

The candidate demonstrates his/her technological competency while using computer software to score the Woodcock-Johnson III Diagnostic Reading Battery as part of the Formal Assessment Portfolio Project.
LTRE 530: Practicum in Diagnosis of Reading Difficulties
The candidate demonstrates his/her technological competency while selecting and using assessment and instructional technology in conjunction with the reading diagnosis of a struggling reader.  Evidence of this competence is included in the weekly Diagnostic Plans.  In addition, candidates identify and recommend technology resources to support the struggling reader at home and at school in the Case Report.
LTRE 531: Practicum in Problems of Teaching Reading 
The candidate demonstrates his/her technological competency while selecting and using instructional technology in conjunction with the tutoring of a struggling reader.  Evidence of this competence is included in the weekly Instructional Plans.  In addition, candidates identify and recommend technology resources to support the struggling reader at home and at school in the Tutoring Report.
LTRE 601: Supervisory Problems in Reading

The candidate demonstrates his/her technological competency while engaging in online research to learn about, describe, and evaluate a reading intervention program for the Review of Instructional Intervention/Program/Initiative assignment, and to propose technology to complete the  Professional Development Program assignment.
LTCY 586: Internship

The candidate demonstrates his/her technological competency while videotaping a reading lesson to model instruction for teachers as part of the Demonstration Lesson, and to suggest forms of disseminating research using Power Point presentations at conferences and online submission of research in the Action Research Project.
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