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COMMITTEE ON MULTICULTURAL CURRICULUM TRANSFORMATION
Notes from Meeting of 
20 September 2011

The first meeting of the Committee on Multicultural Curriculum Transformation was held on Tuesday, September 20, 2011, at 10:00 a.m. in Altgeld 203. 

Present
Sandy Lopez (sitting in for Michael Gonzales), Mark Rosenbaum, Beth Towell, Virginia Cassidy, Amy Levin, Murali Krishnamurthi, Barbara Johnson, Liping Guo, Robin Moremen, William Goldenberg, Donna Smith, Janice Hamlet, and Catherine Smith. 

Announcements
Levin and Lopez announced events in Women’s Studies and Latino and Latin American Studies, which are also posted on their websites, http://www.niu.edu/wstudies/news/index.shtml and  
http://www.niu.edu/latinostudies/news/pdfs/2011_LHM_cal.pdf respectively. Levin also mentioned the teach-in on the famine in the Horn of Africa at noon on October 12 in Campus Life Building 100. NGOLD is co-sponsoring the event with Women’s Studies.

Janice Hamlet gave an explanation of her new position as Academic Diversity Programs Coordinator.  She explained that this position requires her to strive to unify and strengthen existing cultural academic programs.

Minutes
The minutes from the meeting of April 19, 2011, were approved without any changes. 

Goals for the Year
After an open and far-ranging discussion, the committee agreed on the following goals for the year:

	Goal
	Activities
	Target dates

	A. Assessment
	1.Develop simple pre-post-institute assessment instruments, such as short writings.
2.Pilot assessment methods in spring 2012.
3. Develop assessment requirement for 2013 institute participants
	1.October 2011 meeting (continue into November)

2.Spring 2012 (will need to find volunteers in fall)
3.October 2011 meeting  (or postpone to March/April with Goal B)

	B. Planning for 2013 institute
	1.Contact HSC to complain about service in May 2011.
2.Consider location change.
3.Select keynote speaker.
	1.Levin will contact HSC in September.
2.On-going.
3.March/April meetings.

	C. History of MCTC
	1.Review past institute schedules and annual reports.

2.Write document for website and book introduction.
	1.November meeting (continue into December and other meetings)
2.On-going (may need subcommittee)

	D. Book about MCTI
	1.Develop outline and sample chapter(s).
2.Call for chapters./Review submissions.
	1.November-February meetings.

2. On-going (may need subcommittee)

	E. Events for 2011-2012
	1.Follow up lunch(es) for 2011 participants.
2.Other? Something on social class?
	1.Schedule at October and/or November meetings.
2. Discuss at January meeting.



Fall Presentations
An announcement was made of fall presentation dates and times. Confirmed presentations include the following:

Chuck Carter’s group – HSC 303
Date                                          Time                                       Participant 
	Monday, October 3
	9:00-9:30
	Arlene Keddie 

	Monday, October 3 
	9:30-10:00 
	Ismael Montana  

	Monday, October 3
	10:00-10:30
	Suzanne Coffield 

	Tuesday, October 4
	9:00-9:30
	Lichuan Liu

	Tuesday, October 4
	9:30-10:00
	Orayb Najjar



Bill Goldenberg’s group – HSC 303
Date                                         Time                                        Participant 
	Monday, October 24 
	10:10:30 
	Joanne Haeffele 

	Monday, October 24
	10:30-11:00 
	Alicia Schatteman 

	Monday, October 24 
	11:00-11:30 
	Lori Czerwionka 

	Wednesday, October 26
	3:00-3:30 
	Melissa Gilson 

	Wednesday, October 26
	3:30-4:00 
	Thomas McCann 



*Levin encouraged committee members to publicize and attend presentations.

Discussion of 2011 Institute Evaluations/Surveys
General comments: Cassidy said that no one was pleased with the technology.  Levin will talk to ITS as well as those who run Holmes Student Center and express the Committee’s feeling that the service could have been much better.  Towell and Hamlet proposed the possibly of looking at other venues for the future. 

Towell would have liked for presenters’ slides to be online for reference.This should be required.  Levin said the slides were required; however, not everyone complied, despite multiple reminders.  She proposed as a solution that the committee chair, coordinator of the day, or graduate assistant ask each presenter for permission to copy slides on to a zip drive at the time of the presentation.

The integration of social class did not succeed; participants wanted panels focused on this topic. 

Icebreaker and introduction: The committee chair and introducer should corrdinate their talks better to avoid repetition. Johnson said that participants wanted to meet the other half of their peers; maybe we should do another icebreaker in the afternoon. Krishnamurthi suggested that we use a gong to make people move through the activity more quickly.

Dan House/Demographics: Krishnamurthi mentioned that the slides weren’t visible from a distance.  Moremen said we should definitely keep the session, but the presentation needs to be simplified (with fewer and more visible slides). The committee agreed that in future, House should be asked to reduce the number of slides and to make them more user-friendly. 

Student Panel: In future, faculty will be notified of the panel in advance, so they can prepare questions.  Students may be given some prepared questions in advance. The strategy of including students in panels throughout the institute was successful and should be continued.

Maurianne Adams, Keynote: Moremen felt that there were too many slides, too fast.  Levin noted that people really seemed to like her. The afternoon was more successful than the morning.

Gender Panel: The panel change was successful. Moremen said people were distracted by Jenna Broderick’s discussion.  Towell felt that the panel stimulated a lot of conversation, but speakers need to adhere to the time limit.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sexual Identity Panel: Rosenbaum mentioned that people thought the religious quotations were negative.  He is willing to tone them down next time. Towell appreciated it because the issue generated conversation.  Moremen said that people who come to the institute with strong religious beliefs cannot always be accommodated; speakers cannot change their approach of being inclusive and open to accommodate people who are not inclusive. Towell noted that if it stimulates good conversation, then it is a beneficial, but she would like a student’s perspective.

Ability/Disability: Moremen felt that the change was well received, and committee members concurred. The student who presented was particularly successful.

Race/Ethnicity: Levin said that everyone loved Carol Patitu’s presentation. Krishnamurthi noted that Helen Nagata did really well, too. Levin mentioned that participants were not as happy with Emily Prieto’s talk, because of its organization.

The discussion of evaluations will continue at the October meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:30.  The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 18, 2011, from 10:00-11:30 in Altgeld 203. 



 
