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Illinois Student Assistance Commission

ISAC—State agency that awards approximately $370M 

annually in state grants and scholarships

Mission Statement:  Making college accessible and 

affordable for Illinois students

Monetary Award Program (MAP) grant

 Need-based grant

 Awarded to approximately 150,000 students each year

 Awards are suspended relatively early in the year due to 

limited funds (we run out of money!)

 Initiatives and Services Provided for Free



Statewide ISAC Initiatives

College Application Month

ISAC Student Portal

Scholarship Search

Financial Literacy

Award Letter Comparison

Calculators: EFC calculator & MAP estimator

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA) Initiative 

ISACorps 

Professional Development Workshops



College Application Month

 Part of  the American College 

Application Campaign to get students 

that may not typically apply or apply 

late to college to apply and to apply 

on time

 Application workshops held during the 

school day

 Helps build a college going culture

 Promotes involvement of teachers 

and other school staff not normally 

involved with college applications

 October 2014 was designated College 

Application Month in Illinois

 98 high schools

 82 cities

 299 workshops

 6,600+ students participated
www.collegechangeseverything.org/appmonth



ISAC’s Student Portal

 Scholarship & College Search

 Emphasis on local scholarships

 Provides list of scholarships based on 

profile created by student

 Detailed information on colleges & 

majors

 Financial Literacy Modules—Money 

Management

 Interactive Award Letter Comparison 

Tool

 EFC & MAP calculators

 Career Exploration

studentportal.isac.org



FAFSA Completion Initiative

 Began with Chicago Public Schools in 

2007

 CPS students who completed a FAFSA by 

May were 50% more likely to attend 

college*

 Currently receive weekly FAFSA status 

reports

 Expanded to rest of the state

 10 school districts

 163 individual high schools

 360 total high schools encompassed by 

program

 Directory information is used to conduct 

match

 Name

 Date of birth

 HS attending

 Research agreement can be downloaded 

from website

 FAFSA data is sent to school/district on 

monthly or bi-monthly basis depending on 

need

 Individual FAFSA status

 Aggregate data on senior class

 Student file is encrypted

 National model

www.isac.org

www.isac.org/home/fafsa/
*Roderick, M., Nagaoka, J., Coca, V., Moeller, E., et al. (2008) From High School to the 

Future: Potholes on the Road to College  Consortium on Chicago School Research at the 

University of Chicago. 



Student List – Sample



The FAFSA Report – Sample



The FAFSA Report – Page 2



FAFSA Completion Initiative:  CPS History
Senior Class FAFSA Year % completing FAFSA MAP Suspense date

2006 FY2007 57.5% 8/26/2006

2007 FY2008* 62.2% 8/16/2007

2008 FY2009 68.0% 7/26/2008

2009 FY2010 74.8% 5/15/2009

2010 FY2011 82.3% 4/19/2010

2011 FY2012 86.3% 3/26/2011

2012 FY2013^ 77.6% 3/20/2012

2013 FY2014 79.0% 3/2/2013

2014 FY2015 80.0% 2/28/2014

2015 FY2016 74% (as of 3/19/15) 2/22/2015

*Program  began with the class of 2007 completing FY2008 FAFSAs.

^Prior to FY13 matching was done using SSNs.  CPS sent a list of seniors for whom an 

SSN was available.  In FY13 the matching is done with names and DOB so the list 

includes all seniors.



Replicating The Formula

HS seniors in Illinois 

filing FAFSAs by early 

May of senior year

FAFSAs completed 

by HS seniors by 

early May

Number of high schools 

encompassed by FAFSA 

Completion Initiative

2009 seniors filing FY10 FAFSA 48% 70,953 133

2010 seniors filing FY11 FAFSA 52% 77,455 138

2011 seniors filing FY12 FAFSA 55% 80,994 143

2012 seniors filing FY13 FAFSA 57% 88,033 225

2013 seniors filing FY14 FAFSA 58% 91,622 268

2014 seniors filing FY15 FAFSA 58% 91,829 338

2015 seniors filing FY16 FAFSA 55% 85,360 

(as of 3/26/15)

360

Approximately 150,000 high school seniors every year



Illinois Student Assistance Corps (ISACorps)

 Approximately 80 recent college 
graduates hired to be near-peer 
mentors

 Corps members are asked for a 
two-year commitment

 Corps members are placed 
throughout the state

 Target population is first-generation 
and/or low income students

 Corps use their experience and 
enthusiasm to connect, encourage, 
and assist students with the college 
going process

 Increased our ability to conduct 
outreach and drive FAFSA 
completion

www.isac.org/students/before-college/isacorps



Professional Development for Staff

 ISAC provides professional 

development series

 Fundamentals of financial aid

 Line-by-line review of the FAFSA

 Hand calculation of an EFC

 Working with special student 

population & special circumstances

 “FAFSA Expert” manual—compilation 

of documents referenced in the FAFSA

 Certification of attendees

 Assessment after each module

 80% pass rate results in attendee 

earning certificate from ISAC

 Incentives for participation in 

professional development workshops

 Continuing education credits provided 

to attendees

 Provided at no cost to attendees

 Workshops are held throughout the 

state and on multiple dates

www.isac.org/financialaidcertification



For The Mission

Making college accessible and affordable for 

Illinois students
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