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	Artist
	Title (* and red shading indicates some intense language)


	Topic(s) covered or often associated with the song.

	U2
	Sunday Bloody Sunday
	Northern Ireland / Historical Misinterpretation

	
	New Year’s Day
	Lech Walesa / Solidarity Movement in Poland

	
	Seconds
	Anti-Nuclear War

	
	Pride
	Martin Luther King, Jr. and African Poverty

	
	MLK
	Martin Luther King, Jr.

	
	Bullet the Blue Sky
	El Salvador / Bosnia / Immigration / Gun Control / Torture

	
	Mothers of the Disappeared
	Chile / Argentina /Pinochet / CIA Ops

	
	One Tree Hill
	World Geography / New Zealand Culture

	
	Van Diemans Land
	Irish Famine 1848 / Immigration

	
	Heartland
	Geography and diversity

	
	Silver and Gold
	Aparthied

	
	One
	Homosexuality / Anti-war / AIDS in Africa

	
	Until the End of the World
	Religion / Apocalypse in Christian tradition

	
	Zoo Station
	End of the Cold War 

	
	Stay
	Conflict-resolution

	
	Please
	Northern Ireland / 9/11

	
	Peace on Earth
	Northern Ireland / 9/11

	
	Walk On
	Aung Sun Suu Kyi and Burma

	
	New York
	9/11

	
	Love and Peace or Else
	Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

	
	North and South of the River
	Northern Ireland

	
	Miss Sarajevo
	Bosnia

	
	Bad
	Drug Addiction

	
	Where Streets Have No Name
	Africa / South Africa

	
	40
	Religion

	
	American Prayer
	AIDS in Africa

	
	Crumbs from your table
	AIDS in Africa

	
	Miracle Drug
	Never give into despair

	
	Wake Up Dead Man *
	Genocide (general)

	
	Electric Co.
	Psychology 

	
	A Celebration
	Anti-war

	
	Mothers of the Disappeared
	Argentina’s missing persons under Peron

	System of a Down
	P.L.U.C.K. (Politically Lying, Unholy, Cowardly, Killers) *
	Armenian Genocide

	Five for Fighting
	100 Years
	Passage of time and ignorance

	Indigo Girls
	The Train Revised
	Holocaust and transporting Jews to camps

	Bruce Cockburn
	If I Had a Rocket Launcher
	Guatemalan civil war and slaughter of Mayans in 1980s

	10,000 Maniacs
	Among the Americans
	Trail of Tears

	Damien Rice
	Unplayed Piano
	Aung Sun Suu Kyi and Burma

	Sting
	They Dance Alone
	Chile / Pinochet’s killings

	Johnny Cash
	Big Foot
	Wounded Knee, 1890

	
	Folsom Prison Blues
	Criminal treatment / Penal system

	Jackson Brown
	How Long?
	Government indifference to atrocity

	
	I Am a Patriot
	Civic Responsibility

	Lorne Clark
	Rwanda: Rise and Fall
	Rwandan genocide

	Coldplay
	What If?
	Fair trade / Africa

	Pearl Jam
	Dead Man Walkin
	Death Penalty

	
	World Wide Suicide
	Anti-war

	
	Long Road
	Anti-death penalty

	
	Undone
	Voting

	
	Down
	Voting

	
	Masters of War
	Anti-war / Military-industrial complex

	Billy Brag
	The Diggers
	Primogeniture in Europe

	
	The Price of Oil
	Anti-war

	Disposable Heroes of Hiphoprasy
	Television (The Drug of a Nation)
	Crime and media

	Travis
	Sing
	Darfur

	
	Beautiful Occupation
	Anti-war

	Billy Joel
	We Didn’t Start the Fire
	Post-WWII events

	Dave Mathews Band
	Cry Freedom
	Aparthied

	
	Cortez the Killer
	Age of Exploration

	Neil Young
	Cortez the Killer
	Age of Exploration

	
	Living with War (Album)
	Anti-war themed collection of songs

	
	Greendale (Album)
	Pro-Environmental themed collection of songs

	
	Rockin in the Free World
	Cold War / US Culture

	John Lennon
	Imagine
	Human Rights

	
	Instant Karma
	Peace

	
	Don’t Let Me Down
	N. Ireland Good Friday Peace Accord 1998

	
	Give Peace a Chance
	Human Rights

	
	Working Class Hero *
	Class structure

	Beatles
	Let It Be
	Human Rights

	
	Back in the USSR
	Cold War

	Elton John
	Philadelphia Freedom
	Women’s Movement

	
	Daniel
	Vietnam

	Bob Dylan
	Masters of War
	Anti-war / Military-industrial complex

	
	Chimes of Freedom
	Human Rights

	
	With God on Our Side
	Anti-war / historical overview

	
	The Times, They are a-changin’
	Protest / 1960s

	
	Blowin’ in the Wind
	Protest / 1960s

	
	Hurricane
	Civil Rights

	
	A Hard Rain’s a-gonna Fall
	Vietnam

	
	The Death of Emmett Till
	Emmett Till / American Civil Rights

	
	Talkin John Birch Paranoid Blues
	McCarthyism / Cold War

	
	It’s Alright Ma (I’m Only Bleeding)
	Watergate Era

	
	Desolation Row
	US in 1960s

	Steve Earle
	Amerika v. 6.0
	Protest

	
	Conspiracy Theory
	Cold War US violations

	
	John Walker Blues *
	Terrorism

	
	Over Yonder
	Death Penalty

	
	Christmas in Washington
	Civil Rights

	
	Jerusalem
	Israeli-Palestinian conflict

	
	Ellis Unit One
	Death Penalty

	R.E.M.
	Radio Free Europe
	Cold War propaganda

	
	Orange Crush
	Vietnam

	
	Exhuming McCarthy
	McCarthyism

	
	Bad Day
	Reagnism / Anti-war

	
	Begin the Begin
	1980s politics

	
	World Leader Pretend
	1980s politics

	
	Final Straw
	Anti-war

	James McMurty
	“We can’t make it here anymore.”
	Capitalism and poverty

	Bob Marley
	Exodus
	Displaced people / Israel and Palestine

	
	Redemption Song
	Slavery / anti-war

	
	Buffalo Soldier
	Post-Civil War Civil Rights

	Little Steven
	Solidarity
	Voting

	
	Los Desaparrecidos
	Chile / Argentina / Pinochet

	
	Checkpoint Charlie
	Berlin Wall

	
	Vote!
	Voting

	
	Trail of Broken Treaties
	Native American rights

	
	Pretoria
	Apartheid / South Africa

	
	Native Americans
	Racial harmony

	
	Undefeated
	Anti-war

	Various Artists
	Sun City (Little Steven)
	Apartheid

	
	Sun Studios Sessions
	1950s politics

	Bruce Springsteen
	American Skin (41 Shots)
	Criminology / Amadou Diallo

	
	Paradise
	Terrorism

	
	The River
	Vietnam

	
	Born in the USA
	Vietnam and historical misinterpretation

	
	Highway Patrolman
	Post-Vietnam

	
	This Land is Your Land
	Vietnam and recessions

	
	My City of Ruins
	New Orleans

	
	We Shall Overcome (Pete Seeger cover)
	Civil and human rights

	
	How can a poor man stand such times and live (Pete Seeger cover)
	New Orleans and American Depression

	
	Bring Em Home (Pete Seeger cover)
	Anti-war

	
	Code of Silence
	Civil rights / freedom of speech

	
	Metamoros Banks
	Immigration

	
	Across the Border
	Immigration

	
	Sinaloa Cowboys
	Immigration

	
	The Ghost of Tom Joad
	Immigration

	
	Youngstown
	Mining / class structure

	
	Devils and Dust
	Anti-war

	
	Dead Man Walkin
	Death penalty

	
	Mrs. McGrath (Pete Seeger cover)
	Anti-war

	
	The Klansman
	Civil rights

	
	Shut Out the Light
	Vietnam

	
	Johnny 99
	Death penalty

	
	No Surrender
	Vietnam

	
	Streets of Philadelphia
	AIDS

	
	Lost in the Flood
	Vietnam

	Creedance Clearwater Revival / John Fogarty
	Fortunate Son
	Vietnam

	
	Déjà vu all over again
	Anti-war

	
	Who’ll Stop the Rain
	Vietnam

	Patti Smith
	People Have the Power
	Civic responsibility

	Joe Grushecky
	Dark and Bloody Ground *
	Native Americans / mining / civil wars

	The Clash / Joe Strummer
	Lost in the Supermarket
	Class structure

	
	46664
	Nelson Mandela / AIDS in Africa

	The Who
	Baba O’Reilly
	1970s culture

	Stevie Wonder
	Happy Birthday
	Martin Luther King

	Paul Simon / Simon and Garfunkel
	Wartime Prayers
	Anti-war

	
	He Was My Brother
	Civil rights

	Pink Floyd
	The Wall *
	Anti-intellectualism

	Warren Zevon
	Roland the Headless Thompson Gunner
	Vietnam

	Joni Mitchell
	Big Yellow Taxi
	Environmentalism

	The Rolling Stones
	Sympathy for the Devil
	20th century historical overview

	
	Blinded by the Rainbows
	Human rights

	
	Gimme Shelter
	Vietnam 

	Crosby, Stills, Nash, and Young
	Ohio
	Kent State massacre

	Ben Harper
	Excuse Me Mr.
	Environmentalism

	
	Glory and Consequence
	Anti-war


