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"It is past time for the world to call upon the United Nations to 
establish a system for predicting and preventing mass atrocities.  The 
nations of the world have a responsibility to protect defenseless 
civilians by whatever means necessary." 

-- Mia Farrow, Newsweek, September 29, 2008, p. 48. 
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1.  2008 Summer Institute on Genocide and Human Rights for Teachers 
The Third Annual Summer Institute on Genocide and Human Rights for Teachers was held this 
past June with fourteen teachers from three states.  The Institute opened with a keynote 
address from Ambassador (Ret.) David  first nine days of the Summer Institute will be spent on 
the campus of NIU and the final five days will be spent in Washington, D.C. meeting with 
government and ngo officials, helping to transform content learning into activism.   
 
To see what we did this past summer, and for additional information about participating in the 
Summer Institute for 2009, see our webpage: 
http://www.niu.edu/clasep/conferences/institutes/genocide2/index.shtml  
 
 
2.  Bullying!  Or, how to teach about genocide in elementary school. 
 

Genocide is “the most extreme form of the drama known as bullying…one can *clearly] see the 
path leading from the first scenes of schoolyard bullying to this act of extraordinary evil.”  So 
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write Barbara Coloroso in her recent book Extraordinary Evil.  Dr. Coloroso is an internationally 
recognized speaker on parenting, school discipline, nonviolent conflict resolution, and personal, 
restorative justice.  Her other books include Kids Are Worth It! and The Bully, the Bullied, and 
the Bystander.   
 
Coloroso gives us all the insight to examine how our personal actions reflect the earliest stages 
of classification and dehumanization, that under the right circumstances can lead to greater 
violence.  No short column can give her thesis and her well-developed and detailed argument 
justice, but I think it is worth building a lesson around for those of you who teach younger 
students, students who continue to struggle with such behavior, and those who want to answer 
the inevitable question in genocide studies—would I have been a perpetrator?  If you read just 
one chapter of this book, Chapter 3 (pp. 51-80) you will be well armed with information, 
analysis, and an approach to teaching that will serve you well. 
 
One excellent case study in which to explore the role of bullying in violence is by examining the 
personal account of a boy solider in Sierra Leone in the 1990s.  Ishmael Beah was bullied into 
picking up an AK-47 and forced into a life of violence, killing, and terror.  His account examines 
how young men in Sierra Leone were slowly cajoled into such acts and the role that bullying 
played.  Particularly poignant passages that detail his personal descent through bullying and 
terror (though caution is advised when using some of the passages with younger students) can 
be found on pages 5-17, 100-120, and 217-218.   
 
While events in Sierra Leone are rarely seen as genocide by scholars in the field, it is clear that 
similar processes are followed when genocides occur.  Not all participants enter into the killing 
willingly and many are often bullied into performing acts of violence or are already well-
practiced in such acts through their personal, successful bullying in their earlier years. 
 
One need only read select passages from Jean Hatzfeld’s work, Machete Season, to see how 
bullying played a central role in the causes, origins, and conduct if the 1994 genocide in 
Rwanda.  The chapter The First Time (pp. 21-27) provides first-hand accounts from killers as to 
how they “eased” into their role by first killing animals, striking people who were already dead, 
and responding to the cajoling of their comrades.  “Slaughtering cows and Tutsis, it’s the same 
task,” one of the killers states later on in the book (190).  Name calling, dehumanization, taunts 
and threats all played a role too, as revealed in the Hatred of the Tutsis chapter (216-221).  
Then Hatzfeld ends the tale of the killers with a segment from an interview with Alphonse, one 
of the leaders of the band of killers he is interviewing: 
 

The days all seemed much alike, as I told you.  We put on our field 
clothes.  We swapped gossip at the cabaret, we made bets on our 
victims, spoke mockingly of cut girls, squabbled foolishly over 
looted grain.  We sharpened our tools on whetting stones.  We 
traded stories about desperate Tutsi tricks, we made fun of every 
‘Mercy!’ cried by someone who’d been hunted down, we counted 
up and stashed away our goods…At the end of that season in the 
marshes, we were so disappointed we had failed [in wiping out all 
Tutsis].  We were disheartened by what we were going to lose, 



and truly frightened by the misfortune and vengeance reaching 
out for us.  But deep down, we were not tired of anything.” 

 
So ends the story.  Everything that Alphonse mentions is the act of a bully—threats, mocking, 
inflicting violence, ignoring pleas for mercy, and taking from others that which rightfully 
belongs to the victim.  These are EVERYDAY, ORDINARY actions that play out in our schools.   
 
This gives us the ability to teach our younger students.  With a resource for teachers (Coloroso), 
and two readings for students (or at least stories you can tell and relate to their experiences) 
we can educate and intervene at the same time. 
 
Resources:  
 

Barbara Coloroso, Extraordinary Evil: A Short Walk to Genocide (Nation Books, 2007).   
 
Ishmael Beah, A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier (FSG, 2007).  See 
www.MacmillanAcademic.com for an additional teacher’s guide on how to use the entire book.   
 
Jean Hatzfeld, Machete Season: The Killers in Rwanda Speak (Picador Press, 2005, English-language 
version). 

 
 
3. Focus on Teaching: Native American Genocide 
 
With all the attention surrounding the Australian government’s official and legal declaration 
that it was a perpetrator of genocide against the Aboriginals this past summer, the issue of the 
United State’s treatment our Native peoples is back in the spotlight.  Did the United States 
perpetrate and/or support genocide against the Native Americans? 
 
While we acknowledge that this is a sensitive issue, there is little doubt that there were both 
official and tacit policies in place to promote the removal and extermination of Native peoples.  
The documentation is clear.  Recent writings (such as Ben Kiernan’s Blood and Soil, reviewed in 
this newsletter previously) have paid a great deal of attention to this subject.  The NMAI is 
planning an exhibit for 2009 on the role of treaties and the government’s willful lack of regard 
for its own process of negotiation and conflict settlement.  The existence of schools to educate 
the Native children in the ways of the dominant society (Carlisle Indian School) and policies to 
“save the man, kill the Indian” are all markers of the efforts to exterminate the peoples. 
 
With Columbus Day soon upon us, continuing debates over the use of offensive mascots in 
sports (there is more than just a little irony that our nation’s capital has a football team that 
offends all Native peoples), and the efforts to secure our nation’s history as it really happened, 
perhaps it is time to engage our students in this discussion. 
 
An excellent topic for debate or investigation is: “Declared: That the United States Congress 
should pass a law officially declaring that the nation is guilty of committing genocide against the 
Native peoples.”  Students would then need to explore history, politics, the law, economics, 

http://www.macmillanacademic.com/


land ownership practices, and minority rights as they seek to develop an answer and a position 
in response to the prompt. 
 
Recommended resources: 
 
National Museum of the American Indian (NMAI): http://www.nmai.si.edu/  
Look under “Education” and also “Outreach” for more information, lesson plans, and ideas for teaching. 
 
Center for Holocaust & Genocide Studies has several links for additional information at: 
http://www.chgs.umn.edu/webBib/links/n.html#native  
 
Raina Delma, “Native American Genocide,” at 
http://www.lcsc.edu/elmartin/historybehindthenews/Spring%202005/Delema.htm  
 
Gunter Lewy, “Were American Indians Victims of Genocide?” 
http://hnn.us/articles/7302.html 
 
Lindsay Glauner, “The US and the Crime of Genocide” at 
http://academic.udayton.edu/race/06hrights/GeoRegions/NorthAmerica/UnitedStates02.htm  

 
 
4.  Focus on Teaching: Responsibility to Protect 
 
In 2005, for the first time, UN member nations agreed that every nation has an obligation to 
protect their own populations from genocide, ethnic violence, war crimes, and crimes against 
humanity.  Furthermore, and perhaps most notably in terms of its attempt to act as a corrective 
to years of inaction, the international community has an obligation to act when governments 
fail to uphold their obligations of protection.  Both facets of this agreement represent 
significant modification of the Genocide Convention and challenge the long-standing practice of 
allowing signatory nations to themselves exempt from various provisions of the Convention. 
 
Since then there has been a concerted effort to have nations abandon their political stances in 
favor of their moral rhetoric and address the concerns of their citizens as the world becomes 
increasingly plagued by violence. 
 
A new website, Responsibility to Protect (www.responsibilitytoprotoect.org) discusses the 
concept in depth, provides updates on R2P as it applies to various victims groups throughout 
the world and has individual pages for recent development, the on-going genocide in Darfur, 
and how R2P impacts various case studies in the different regions of the world.  The latest 
documents, updates and developments are also featured, making this site a prime candidate 
for research as well as for keeping informed. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

New releases from Groundworks Books! 
 

The Betrayal of Africa  
Oil 

Being Muslim  
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Empire 
Slavery Today 

 
For more information see www.groundwoodbooks.com 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
 
5.  IHC Capitol Forum  
 
The 2008-2009 Illinois Capitol Forum on America's Future has added genocide and human rights 
to their list of five topics!   After working together with the Illinois Humanities Council for two 
years we are pleased that our collaboration will now place this important topic into the 
curriculum discussed by students and teachers throughout the coming year.  As participating 
teachers work on preparing their students for the Capitol Forum in March they will engage in 
professional development and curriculum discussions on the five topics (in addition to genocide 
and human rights, the topics discussed include the environment, immigration policies, foreign 
trade, and nuclear proliferation).  It will all culminate in a two-day gathering in Springfield 
where students will discuss and debate these important issues.   
 
If you are a teacher and wish to participate, and have your students participate, visit the Capitol 
Forum website at www.prairie.org to learn more. 
 
 
6.  African Studies Association Teacher’s Workshop, November 15, 2008 
 
The ASA will celebrate their 50th anniversary of the first annual meeting in Chicago, Illinois this 
fall.  On November 15 (Saturday) they will feature scholars, artists, and community activists 
from the Chicago area who will facilitate panels, workshops and discussions tailored especially 
to educators.  It is a one-day (8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.) professional development event and is open 
to all k-12 teachers, school librarians, and community college instructors. 
 
The Workshop will be held at the Sheraton Chicago Hotel and Towers (301 East North Water 
Street, Chicago).  Participants will receive CPDUs for the day.  The registration fee is $50. 
 
For more information on the conference visit: http://condor.depaul.edu/~fdemissi/asa2008   
 
For the workshop’s program visit: http://condor.depaul.edu/~fdemissi/asa2008wsprogram.pdf  
There you will see that there will be several sessions that will focus on genocide in Africa, 
including a session on how to teach about Sudan/Darfur, including a session from former GHRI 
presenter, Bruce Janu. 
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7.  GHRI T-Shirts Available! 
 
We still have a limited number of Institute t-shirts in stock.  The shirts are dark blue, 50/50 
blend with “Genocide and Human Rights Institute, Northern Illinois University” on the front and 
a quote from Samantha Power on the back: “The battle to stop genocide is lost in the realm of 
domestic politics.”   
 
These shirts were all the rage in DC this past summer and several people stopped us on the 
streets and in museums to ask how they could get one! 
 
Available sizes and number of shirts are:  S (X), M (X), L (X), XL (X), XXL (X).   
 
If you want one, please contact Dr. Bowers and send a check for $15 made out to Northern 
Illinois University and put “Genocide and Human Rights Institute” on the memo line. 
 
Once we run out, we will place a new order in the spring. 
 
 
8.  Book Review 
 
Over a Thousand Hills I Walk With You 
Lerner Books, 2007 
By Kathryn Maley, Northern Illinois University 
 
Over A Thousand Hills I Walk With You is based on the true story of a young girl, Jeanne, and 
her experiences growing up in Rwandan.  The work, which was written by her adopted mother 
Hanna Jansen, traces Jeanne’s childhood in the years prior to the genocide, through the tragic 
events of April 1994, to the present.  
 
With its attention on normal pre-genocide life, the work allows the reader to appreciate 
Rwandan culture while also relating to Jeanne and her family.  This fosters empathy and 
ensures that the characters are presented in a dignified and accurate manner rather than as 
one dimensional victims of the genocide. 
 
The portion of the book that deals directly with the events of the genocide, while heart 
wrenching, is not overly graphic and would be appropriate for middle school and high school 
students. The events of the genocide are portrayed as a child of eight would have experienced 
them, which creates a unique perspective.  Students would be well served, however, by holding 
some prior knowledge of the Rwandan genocide and of the events that preceded it in order to 
make sense of the story as it is related. 
 
In the aftermath of the genocide Jeanne must deal with difficult moral dilemmas involving 
property ownership, guilt, revenge, and justice.  These universal themes and Jeanne’s struggle 
with them not only lend themselves to meaningful classroom discussion but also encourage the 
reader to examine their own life and behavior more deeply.  
 



Although the work deals with difficult topics and unpleasant realities, including the murder of 
Jeanne’s entire family, the story is interwoven with glimpses of Jeanne’s future and ultimately 
ends on a note of hope, an important element for young readers.  As the work concludes the 
reader finds Jeanne living in Germany adjusting to life with the Jansens.   
 
Over A Thousand Hills I Walk With You is a fine example of genocide literature for children in all 
regards, particularly in its character development, chronological and historical accuracy, and in 
its portrayal of universal themes.  Whether you teach about the Rwandan genocide or not, this 
is a work you should consider reading. 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

When thinking about resources for use in your teaching, please consider the excellent 
collection of books available from Lerner Publishing! 

 

www.lernerbooks.com 
 

With more than 20 books available about genocide, human rights violations, and oppressive 
regimes, Lerner Books is one of the first places to turn! 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
Would you like to review a book for E-wareness! ?  If so, please contact Dr. J.D. Bowers.  The 
following books are currently available for review: 
 
o Peter Schroeder and Dagmar Shroeder-Hildebrand, Six Million Paper Clips (Kar-Ben Press) 
o Gudrun Pausewang, Traitor (Carolrhoda Press) 
o Mao Zedong’s China (Twenty-First Century Press) 
o Robert Mugabe’s Zimbabwe (Twenty-First Century Press) 
o Fidel Castro’s Cuba (Twenty-First Century Press) 
o Kim Jong Il’s North Korea (Twenty-First Century Press) 

 
Anyone who agrees to review a book will not only get to keep that copy of the book for their 
own or classroom use, but will also receive a second book free! 
 
 
9.  New Web-based Resources 
 
Online Encyclopedia of Mass Violence: http://www.massviolence.org/  
Case studies, theoretical papers, scholarly reviews. 
 
Web Genocide Documentation Centre: http://www.ess.uwe.ac.uk/genocide.htm  
Subject categories include book reviews, individual case studies, concepts and definitions, 
conventions and statutes, and many more.  
 
Yale University Genocide Project: http://www.yale.edu/gsp/  
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Built around Ben Kiernan’s new book, Blood and Soil, this site is growing almost weekly to 
present more case studies, maps, images, databases, testimony, and documentation. 
 
 
10. Support the GHRI Programs 
 
The Genocide and Human Rights Program is a non-profit organization dedicated to outreach, 
professional development, creating teaching resources, and making curriculum materials easily 
available to teachers.  Many of our resources are available on our website free of charge. We’re 
also working to bring knowledge, exposure, and activism into the lives of students. To do all of 
this work, we depend on grants and gifts to help us continue the programming we make 
available. To learn more about how you can support the work of the Genocide and Human 
Rights Institute see the “Contributions” page on our website.  A sample of recent and upcoming 
events and programs that we have sponsored or co-sponsored: 
 
The organization of STAND, a student-organized and run anti-genocide group.  We will be paying for one 

student to attend the national STAND conference. 
 

Keynote Address, Ambassador Andreas Kakouris, Republic of Cyprus for “Conflict, Violence, and the 
Road Back to Peace” Conference 

 
FTE “Economics of Disaster” Workshop, October 11, 2008 

 
Gilbert Ndahayo, Documentaries on Rwanda and the Aftermath of Genocide 

Co-sponsor with Department of Foreign Languages, November 17, 2008 

 
 
11.  Become a GHRI Associate Member 
The GHRI has established a formal level of association for all teachers who want to remain 
connected, involved, informed, and active.  There is no fee to become an Associate; the only 
requirement is that you pledge to stay informed and active about the ongoing gross human 
rights violations and genocides and seek to educate your students (or anyone) about what they 
can do to end such violence.  Associates will get advance notice about upcoming events, 
preferred registration, and continue to receive all program notices and updates.  Please see the 
next page and return the form to become an official Associate.  The list of Associates will 
appear on the GHRI website. 
 
 
12.  GHRI Website now active! 
It has taken us a long time, it is not nearly complete or even as stylized as we would like, but it 
is a start!  On a shoestring budget (literally, our budget is written on a shoestring) we have 
begun, as time permits to post lesson plans, teaching materials, announcements, and more on 
our website.  Keep visiting as we have plans to launch new materials as time permits, including 
an extensive resource list and more than forty lesson plans soon! 
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Application to Review Teaching Materials 

 
Yes, I would like to review books and teaching materials that are appropriate for use in  
 
Name:            
 
School:           
 
Address:              
 
Phone:       Email:       
 
Grade Levels Taught:      
 
Education (Degree, Institution, Year):         
 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Application to Become a GHRI Associate 
 
Yes, I am committed to teaching genocide and human rights in my curriculum and in helping, as 
I am able, in advancing and promoting the work undertaken by the GHRI.  
 
Name:            
 
School:           
 
Address:              
 
Phone:       Email:       
 
Grade Levels Taught:      
 
Education (Degree, Institution, Year):         
 
              


