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Set Induction:

· Place the following quote on the board/overhead/powerpoint:

Genocide is “the most extreme form of the drama known as bullying…one can [clearly] see the path leading from the first scenes of schoolyard bullying to this act of extraordinary evil.” (Barbara Coloroso, Extraordinary Evil).

· Discuss whether or not students agree that something so “ordinary” could lead to something so “extraordinary”.

Induction Rationale: Coloroso is an internationally recognized speaker on parenting, school discipline, nonviolent conflict resolution, and personal, restorative justice. Her other books include Kids Are Worth It! and The Bully, the Bullied, and the Bystander. Coloroso gives us all the insight to examine how our personal actions reflect the earliest stages of classification and dehumanization, which under the right circumstances can lead to greater violence. No brief rationale can give her thesis and her well-developed and detailed argument justice, but I think it is worth building a lesson around for those of you who teach younger students, students who continue to struggle with such behavior, and those who want to answer the inevitable question in genocide studies—would I have been a perpetrator? If you read just one chapter of this book, Chapter 3 (pp. 51-80) you will be well armed with information, analysis, and an approach to teaching that will engage students.
Case Studies:

· Test Coloroso’s theory and the student responses.
· Have students get into small groups and give each group one of two case studies for examination.  They are Sierra Leone and Rwanda.

· Once the groups have read the excerpts have them discuss, in their groups, how the case study supports or challenges Coloroso’s theory.

· Following group discussion, bring the class back together for a general discussion on their findings and conclusions.

Case Study Rationale: The role of bullying in perpetrating extreme violence is clearly documented in the personal account of a boy solider in Sierra Leone in the 1990s. Ishmael Beah was bullied into picking up an AK-47 and forced into a life of violence, killing, and terror. His account examines how young men in Sierra Leone were slowly cajoled into such acts and the role that bullying played. Particularly poignant passages that detail his personal descent through bullying and terror (though caution is advised when using some of the passages with younger students) can be found on pages 5-17, 100-120, and 217-218. 

While events in Sierra Leone are rarely seen as genocide by scholars in the field, it is clear that similar processes are followed when genocides occur. Not all participants enter into the killing willingly and many are often bullied into performing acts of violence or are already well-practiced in such acts through their personal, successful bullying in their earlier years. 

One need only read select passages from Jean Hatzfeld’s work, Machete Season, to see how bullying played a central role in the causes, origins, and conduct of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda. The chapter The First Time (pp. 21-27) provides first-hand accounts from killers as to how they “eased” into their role by first killing animals, striking people who were already dead, and responding to the cajoling of their comrades. “Slaughtering cows and Tutsis, it’s the same task,” one of the killers states later on in the book (190). Name calling, dehumanization, taunts and threats all played a role too, as revealed in the Hatred of the Tutsis chapter (216-221). Then Hatzfeld ends the tale of the killers with a segment from an interview with Alphonse, one of the leaders of the band of killers he is interviewing: “The days all seemed much alike, as I told you. We put on our field clothes. We swapped gossip at the cabaret, we made bets on our victims, spoke mockingly of cut girls, squabbled foolishly over looted grain. We sharpened our tools on whetting stones. We traded stories about desperate Tutsi tricks, we made fun of every ‘Mercy!’ cried by someone who’d been hunted down, we counted up and stashed away our goods…At the end of that season in the marshes, we were so disappointed we had failed [in wiping out all Tutsis]. We were disheartened by what we were going to lose, and truly frightened by the misfortune and vengeance reaching out for us. But deep down, we were not tired of anything.” 
Conclusion:

· Document student responses on the board and put them onto poster paper that can be posted in the classroom for students can be reminded of these links.

· Everything that both Ishmael and Alphonse relate through their stories are the acts of a bully—threats, mocking, inflicting violence, ignoring pleas for mercy, and taking from others that which rightfully belongs to the victim. These are EVERYDAY, ORDINARY actions that play out in our schools. 

Conclusion Rationale:  By examining the role of bullying in genocide we allow our students to explore how bullying is not benign, not trivial, and has the potential to have larger consequences.  While linking their behavior directly to genocide is not responsible, by using two distinct case studies students can see how the forces of bullying can result in an array of consequences. Thus we can educate and intervene at the same time. For teachers looking to understand more about why people kill and the role that such psychological forces can play in everyday events and in extraordinary events like genocide, you should consult James Waller’s Becoming Evil: How Ordinary People Commit Genocide and Mass Killing.  Waller explores the nature of violent behavior, beliefs, and actions while contextualizing such behavior by adding in brief historical overviews of numerous genocides in the twentieth-century. 
Resources: 

Barbara Coloroso, Extraordinary Evil: A Short Walk to Genocide (Nation Books, 2007). 

Ishmael Beah, A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier (FSG, 2007). 
See www.MacmillanAcademic.com for a teacher’s guide on using this book. 

Jean Hatzfeld, Machete Season: The Killers in Rwanda Speak (Picador Press, 2005, English-language version).

James Waller, Becoming Evil: How Ordinary People Commit Genocide and Mass Killing (Oxford University Press, 2007, c. 2002).

For your benefit, the specific pages mentioned in the course of the lesson plan are provided in the accompanying packet.
Readings for Young Children:

Just Kidding by Trudy Ludwig, Illustrated by Adam Gustavson

My Secret Bully by Trudy Ludwig, Illustrated by Abigail Marble
Nobody Knew What to Do: A Story about Bullying by Becky Ray McCain, Illustrated by Todd Leonardo

Say Something by Peggy Moss, Illustrated by Lea Lyon
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