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State workers fill Parkland room to protest pay-cut plan 
 
   CHAMPAIGN – Protesting a proposal to cut their pay to fund their pensions, hundreds of 
state workers filled a Parkland College hall Monday with heated debate. 
Gov. Pat Quinn, who was not at the meeting, has proposed that state workers, including 
college and public school teachers, take a 2 percent pay cut, to be sent to the underfunded 
pension system.  He also proposes a two-tiered system that would give new hires a smaller 
benefits package and raise the retirement age for some to 67. 
 
Workers from unions at the University of Illinois, Eastern Illinois University, community 
colleges and state prisons drove to Champaign to stand up for their rights, literally, because there 
weren't enough chairs for the more than 300 workers and retirees.  They argued that Illinois' state 
workers have contributed 8 or 9 percent of their earnings into a system that the state has 
underfunded since it was created in 1939.  They said state pensions average $18,000, barely 
enough to live on before cuts, since these workers do not receive Social Security.  Illinois has 
$73 billion in unfunded pension liabilities, union leaders said. And they pressed for raising the 
money to make up the funding of the pensions through means other than the workers' paychecks 
– by raising income taxes to as much as 5 percent and corporate income taxes to 8 percent, 
higher than Quinn's already controversial increase proposals. 
 
-Terry Baker, an AFSCME corrections worker from Taylorville, noted that law enforcement 
workers have an alternative pension system that allows them to retire early in exchange for the 
dangerous conditions they face at work.  Quinn's proposal would end that alternative, forcing 
workers to stay in the system longer – with Baker asking the crowd if they wanted 67-year-old 
cops chasing robbers. 
 
-Dorinda Miller of the UI AFSCME unit demanded that Quinn not "solve the (underfunding) 
problem by more underfunding."  "The state is a deadbeat," she said. "The state has to pay its 
bills," by raising taxes if necessary.  
 
-Barbara Jackson, a Macon County AFSCME worker, said she didn't intend to take a pay cut to 
make up for the state's problems.  "We're not going to take this," she said to cheers. 
 
-Barb Franklin, a leader of the UI Urbana campus retiree group, said that after 35 years of work, 
she expected a stable and secure pension.  She said retirees could be "forced into welfare" by 
Quinn's proposals. 
 
-State Sen. Mike Frerichs, D-Champaign, read the crowd a letter he'd written to Quinn. 
"We cannot afford any more 'pension holidays' in Illinois," he wrote. "With the nation's highest 
unfunded pension liability of over $70 billion, it is absurd to think this dilemma will go away on 
its own. We have made a promise to the professionals who make our state work. Our constitution 
requires that it be fulfilled." 
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