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« Infant temperament has been identified as a potentially « 158 Families with 4-month-old infants Vocab. Longest » Infant temperament predicted toddler language
iImportant contributor to early language development. « Primarily Caucasian (92.4%) Vocal Reactivity Size Phrase Perceptual Sensitivity  Importantly, the current study demonstrates that
* Vocal Reactivity, an early language indicator, « Wide SES range (income-to-needs range = .334-7.952) changes In specific infant temperament constructs
significantly predicted Duration of Orienting and « Mother's mean age = 30.31 (range 20.00 — 40.00) x2 (40) = 61.44, p < .05 Language x2 (37) = 70.66, p < .05 make contributions to early language.
izercepttl:]allSensnlwty for infants between ages 6 and Mgghgg;s mean years of education = 15.17 (range 10.00 CFl = 1.00: AIC = -18.56: 24 Months CFl = 1.00: AIC = -3.34 . ((;_:t;ls had be_ttetr language it 24 mon:hst; but ggnder
months?. — 25. RMSEA = .058 RMSEA = 076 Ifferences in temperament were not observe
« Soothabillity, Duration of Orienting, and Smiling and « Higher IN did not predict language, but predicted
Laughter at 6 months of age was associated with Method - Measures g 567 307 Slope S faster increases in perceptual sensitivity; IN effects on
receptive vocabulary at 12 months of ageZ?. « Beck Depression Inventory-II° o Slope o Perceptual S language may have occurred indirectly through
. Vocal Reactivity , agc . Sensitivity — perceptual sensitivity
« Connections between toddler temperament / attention  Infant Behavior Questionnaire — Revised® = >0 48 CZ’ « Other associations between covariates and
has also been examined with relation to language use. = .98* .96* o temperament and language were not observed
 Increased emotionality (i.e., heightened levels of * Perceptual Sensitivity: responsiveness to low intensity S _71* - AT* o
distress) between ages 2 and 4 years has shown stimuli in the environment (Surgency/Extraversion) 020 99* 99 §  Infants with better attention related temperament
associations with lower receptive vocabulary skills3. « Duration of Orienting: abllity to remain attentive to _ ' ' attributes may have greater capacity to learn language.
« Attention shifting and focus, along with perceptual objects for long periods of time (Orienting/Regulation) = Intercept 2
sensitivity, have shown positive associations with . Vocal Reactivity: amount of vocalization exhibited © Intercept - Perceptual ° |« Given connections between language and behavior
language development at 21 months of age?. throughout daily routines (Surgency/Extraversion) S Vocal Reactivity Sensitivity A problems?8, temperament may partially contribute to the
3 397 227 CZ, link between language and behavioral difficulties.
 However, studies have not examined the effects of « Child Behavior Checklist - Language Development
change in infant temperament processes across infancy Survey’ Slope 97* .99* Intercept » Future studies could build upon this work by using lab
on toddler language use. * Vocabulary Size: determined from checklist of words Duration of Duration of measures of temperament and structured language
* Longest Phrase: most words said in sequence Orienting _ 38* Orienting assessments

* In the current study, latent growth modeling (LGM) Is
used to examine the effects of developing duration of
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