DeKalb, IL – Legendary French director Jean-Luc Godard once said “Cinema is the most beautiful fraud in the world. To enjoy a free screening of Godard’s newest “fraud,” as well as several other recent French films, join Northern Illinois University (NIU) in a weekend celebration of French cinema and culture at the Tournées Festival from October 26 to October 28, 2007. NIU Professor Christoph Lindner says that the five critically acclaimed films – which range from gritty film-noir to groundbreaking animated features – are “an exciting opportunity to experience independent and international cinema in DeKalb.” 
The festival kicks off with a keynote address by University of Iowa’s Dr. Rosemarie Scullion entitled “The Young and the Restless: Globalization and Social Critique in the Cinema of Jean-Pierre and Luc Dardenne,” at 6:30 pm on October 26 in Cole Hall. Dardenne’s recent film L’Enfant will be screened after Scullion’s presentation. A discussion of the film, which was awarded the Palme d’Or in 2005 at the Cannes Film Festival, will follow. Everyone is welcome, admission is free, and complimentary French cheeses, pastries, coffee, and Perrier water will be served.  

All screenings are free, and will presented in French with English subtitles in Cole Hall on NIU’s DeKalb campus. The Tournées Festival was made possible with the support of the Cultural Services of the French Embassy, the French Ministry of Culture, and NIU’s College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. Visit http://www.engl.niu.edu/tournees/ for additional information, film schedule, campus maps and directions, as well as parking and hotel information.

