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% The goal of the Dual Admissions Program is to provide a seamless and
3 “ o successful transition from a participating community college to (NIU).
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e Students can be admitted to NIU for a future term
(while attending a participating community college).
However, Dual Admissions applications can only be processed
one year past the current year. In other words, since we are
currently taking applications for 2009, students can apply for dual
admission for 2010.

e Students can receive academic advising from both
institutions.

e Students may earn the A.A./ A.S. degree before or after
taking classes at NIU and rece
Admission to the university, junior standing and all university
general education requirements satisfied. To be eligible, the
Statement of Intent (available online) must be signed before
students enroll in classes at NIU.

e Students may enroll in classes at both NIU and the
participating community college.

e Students have access to on-line degree audit information,
which details how courses transfer and apply toward NIU
graduation requirements through MyNIU.

http://www.niu.edu/admissions/transfer/dualadmissions/index.shtml

Limited Admission Majors

The following majors within the CLAS are limited in admission:
e Communication Studies
e Computer Science
e Sociology

Students who plan to major in Communication Studies or
Sociology will need to complete either a B.A. or B. S. degree.
The B.A. degree requires foreign language and the B.S
degree requires science and mathematics courses.

Computer Science and o :
Psychology Building Students who plan to major in computer science should

transfer to NIU after no more than one year at the community
college, if possible. They should take as much of the required
math courses as possible prior to transferring to NIU.

Detailed information about these programs is available at:
http://www.niu.edu/admissions/limitedadmission.shtml 2
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Academic Departments

Anthropology

Anthropology at NIU features nationally recognized top scholars
but is small enough to be student oriented. Upper division
classes generally have fewer than 20 students. NIU
anthropologists have been featured in National Geographic, the
New York Times, Nova, New Explorers, Scientific American, as
well as numerous professional journals. The department offers a
number of field schools each year; recently students have
excavated Greek and Roman era sites in Sicily, observed new
world monkeys in Bolivia, and conducted ethnographic interviews
with Buddhist monks in Cambodia. The goal is to offer
undergraduate and graduate students the chance to be directly
involved in research. The Department of Anthropology offers both
a B.A. and a B.S. degree for majors in anthropology. The
department also offers a minor in anthropology, which should be
AThe Anthropology of s_pecial interest to student_s in art history, bioI(_)gicaI sciences,
department offers anumber ~ BUSiNess management, foreign languages and literature, geology,
of field schools each year to  humanities, social sciences, and visual communications.
tempt the appetites of even

the most jaded http://www.niu.edu/acad/anthro/

Biological Sciences

Students majoring in Biological Sciences have
opportunities to do research with a biology professor on
projects such as cell development, viral genomes,
pathogenic microbiology, molecular biology, genetics,
mammalian and behavioral, ecology, and endocrinology.
Biological Sciences collaborates with nearby facilities,
including Argonne, Fermilab, the Brookfield Zoo, the Field
Museum, the Morton Arboretum, and the Shedd Aquarium.
In addition to numerous teaching and research laboratories,
the department maintains a variety of central facilities
including live animal quarters, greenhouses, confocal and
electron microscopy, controlled environment, molecular
core services (nucleic acid sequencing and synthesis), X-
ray and radioisotope laboratories, graphic design
assistance, shop services, central stores, and information
systems. The department offers academic programs
leading to a Bachelor of Science (B.S.), Master of Science
(M.S.), and Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree.
Laboratory sections are kept small (around 20) to ensure
student interaction with teaching staff.

http://www.bios.niu.edu/ 3
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ChemistgndBiochemistry

The Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry is one of
only four departments at lllinois state universities that offer
training in chemistry through the doctoral level. The
department offers a bachelor's degree program in chemistry
with five emphases, two of which are American Chemical
Society (ACS) certified (Chemistry and Biochemistry); a
master's degree program with options in research and
teacher certification; and a doctoral program which offers
Emphases 1 (chem) and 5 (biochemistry): exciting research opportunities in both interdisciplinary and
intended for students planning to pursue traditional chemistry areas. Faculty in the department
advanced degrees in chem. o biochem, or 315 ate new technologies and innovative approaches in

who are planning careers as professional i ) )
chemists or biochemists. Also, with the proper  the classroom, and are performing cutting edge research in

electives, either emphasis 1 or Swouldbe  gregs such as medicinal chemistry, nanochemistry, and
appropriate for students interested in forensic reen chemistr The NIU chemistrv experience and
science. g ) y. ’ ) y exp

Emphases 2 (secondary teaching) and 3 the Chicago land area, combined with the excellent

(general science teaching): designed to job market for chemists, provide graduates with tremendous

prepare students for careers in teaching at the .-
junior and senior high school levels. employment opportunities. Our graduates go on to

Emphasis 4 (chemistry for pre-professional academic positions, and government and industrial jobs with

studen_ts_): qlesigne_d for students intending to high levels of success.

use training in chemistry as a preparation for

professional school (pre-medicine, etc.). h I h bi ] du/
ttp: www.chempio.niu.eau

Communication

The Department of Communication offers one of the largest
and most diverse programs of its kind in Illinois.

The department has two undergraduate majors, Journalism
(JOUR) and Communication Studies (COMS). COMS offers
emphases in Organizational and Corporate Studies, Media
Studies, Rhetoric and Public Communication.

Students majoring in COMS prepare for fields such as public
relations, print and broadcast journalism, film production,
interactive multimedia, advertising, photojournalism and many
http://huskietube.niu.edu/ more. Videos created by NIU students can be viewed at NIU
Huskie Tube: http://huskietube.niu.edu. Students also get
great hands-on experience with NIU's award-winning campus
newspaper, The Northern Star, and at the Northern Television
Center; in labs with the latest media technology; and via
internships at places such as CNN, The Daily Herald, and Fox
Sports Net.

Recently, two NIU COMS students won $2000 dollars for the
Northern Television Center fFootl ocker 30 Second Ad Cont ¢
Northern Television Center students were honored again in 2008
~ http:/www. by the lllinois Broadcasters Association for excellence in
comm.niu.edu/facilities/northern- joyrnalism with the Student Silver dome Awards in the Category
television-center/ ;
of Longform Programming.

http://www.niu.edu/comm/ 4
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Computer Science

Department of Computer Science I i: I ﬁ

N | UBepartment of Computer Science has provided students access to the breadth and
depth of computer science for over thirty years. Graduates find employment in business, high-
tech industries across the United States, and research organizations. Numerous companies
recruit Northern Illinois University computer science graduates for both internships and
permanent positions.
The department offers three emphases:
Emphasis |, General Emphasis (will be Software Development in 2009-2010 catalog):
Concentrates only on computer science classes, including one more elective than the other
two emphases. Extra-departmental requirements include two to three mathematics courses
and one 300-level statistics course. General majors are well-prepared for software
development careers in virtually any industry.
Emphasis Il, Applied Emphasis (will be Enterprise Software in 2009-2010 catalog):
Requires CSCI 465, Enterprise Applications. Extra-departmental requirements include three
business courses, two to three mathematics courses, and one 300-level statistics course. An
Applied Emphasis major typically programs business applications and is well-positioned to
move into management later in his or her career.
Emphasis lll, Theoretical Emphasis (will be Computational Software in 2009-2010
catalog): Requires CSCI 462, Foundations of Computer Science. Extra-departmental
requirements include a course in physics, at least seven mathematics courses, and a calculus-
based statistics course. Most Theoretical Emphasis majors complete a minor or double major
in mathematics. A Theoretical Emphasis major generally goes on to graduate school or takes a
position in mathematical programming, such as in research or statistical programming for an
insurance company.

http://www.cs.niu.edu/

Economics

The Department of Economics prepares students for
employment in business, government, or foreign services, for
law school, or for graduate studies in business administration
or public policy. Students who major in economics possess
extremely important skills that are highly valued in today's job
market. They have a wide and varying array of employment
opportunities in administration, marketing research, financial
services, sales, management, insurance, real estate, public and
social service, as well as many other exciting fields. According
to the U.S. Department of Labor, employment of economists is
expected to grow 20-30 percent in the near future due to the
continued need for economic analyses. Because the
department offers strong gr ac
and doctoral levels, students have access to a distinguished
faculty.

http://www.niu.edu/econ/
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English

Students majoring in the Department of English enjoy a wide
range of career opportunities, such as technical or business
writer, copy writer or editor, legal assistant or paralegal, library
associate, sales or marketing representative, and publisher's
representative. The English Department continues to be a
leader in the appropriate use of technology for pedagogy and
research. Northern recently became the home for the
prestigious Center for the Writings of Henry David Thoreau.
English Professor Edward Callary, an expert on onomastics, or
name studies, has penned a new book shedding light on the
names that dot the Land of L
(University of lllinois Press) unearths the origins of the names
and occasional nicknames of nearly 3,000 lllinois communities
and places i from Chicago to Carbondale, the latter named for
its rich deposits of coal.

Edward Callary

NIU English Professor
and Author

http://www.engl.niu.edu/

fNorthern recently became
the home for the prestigious

Center for the Writings of
Henry David Thoreau.0

Reavis Hall
Department of English

Foreign Languages and Liter

The Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures currently offers courses in fourteen
Western, Asian, and Classical languages and undergraduate majors in French, German,
Russian and Spanish. Language majors in French, German, and Spanish may also pursue
teacher certification. Minors are available in Classical Studies, Chinese, French, German,

Il talian, Japanese, Russi an dearding 8xperiencesstenhancel t
by the state-of-the-art Multimedia Learning Center, where exposure to languages with computer-
based audio, video, foreign satellite TV and translation database software is expanded.
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Geography

Students majoring in Geography can specialize in one of four areas:
Area Studies-the places, regions and cultures of the world;
Geographic Information Systems-blending mapping science and
information technology; Natural Environmental Systems-
environmental science with an emphasis on human impacts; and
Urban/Economic Systems-how we organize and sustain ourselves,
from cities to rural environments. The department offers a degree in
Meteorology, a physical science involving study of the atmosphere
and its interaction with the earth's surface, oceans, and living things.
NI Ubs Met eorol ogy program meet s
American Meteorological Society standards and includes elective
coursework in weather analysis and forecasting and applied
climatology. The department also offers a Certificate of
Undergraduate Study in Geographic Information Systems, available
to students pursuing any major at NIU.

Please note: Geography and Meteorology are science curricula at
NIU. Students planning to pursue one of these majors are
encouraged to develop their mathematical and analytical skills prior to
transferring to NIU T ideally up to and including a first course in
Calculus or Applied Calculus. The degree in Meteorology will require
additional calculus coursework at NIU, as well as calculus-based
physics and a scientific programming language.

Atmosphere

-
EOG105 = MICROMETEOROLOGY

http://www.geog.niu.edu/
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Geology & Environmental Geos

Students majoring in Geology and Environmental
Geoscience can specialize in one of three emphases:
Geology, Environmental Geoscience, and Earth
Science Education. Students planning careers as
professional geologists normally complete the emphasis
in geology. The emphasis in environmental geosciences
Is designed for students seeking a broad scientific base
for pursuit of careers in professions that may utilize
environmental knowledge, such as land-use planning,
law, political science or economics and therefore
includes several courses in or related to a cross-
disciplinarydepar t ment of t he TShesed
courses may provide the basis for the completion of a
minor in that department. Students planning to pursue
initial teacher certification to teach in grades 6-12 will
usually select the emphasis in earth science education,
but completion of the emphasis does not fulfill all the
requirements for initial teacher certification.

NIU students who went hunting for dinosaur fossils in a
remote area of southeastern Utah in the summer of 2008
discovered a Jurassic jackpotd an extr aor di
bedo that some believe wil
decades to come. Two NIU students won the prestigious
Fulbright Fellowship in May of 2008:

Shari Meggs Matt Konfirst

Visit the Animated Virtual Planetarium!
http://jove.geol.niu.edu/faculty/stoddard/planetarium.html

http://www.niu.edu/geology

Jurassic Jackpot!

NIU students working with Burpee
Museum (Rockford, Illinois) in Utah

Faculty and students in the Department of
Geology and Environmental Geosciences at
Northern lllinois University are involved in a

broad range of theoretical and applied
research, teaching, and teacher training, at
the cutting edge of the Earth Sciences.
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History

The Department of History faculty maintains a strong balance between commitments to
undergraduate teaching and to ongoing historical scholarship. History majors not only explore
the past, gaining insights into how societies change over time, but also develop important
reading, writing, research, and interpretive skills that prepare them for an unlimited variety of
careers and professions. NIU History graduates have gone on to law and other professional
schools; museum and archival work; government, military and private sector employment;
teaching; and graduate school in a variety of disciplines.

NIU students on a Portuguese ship

http://www.niu.edu/history/

Mathematical Science

The Department of Mathematical Sciences at Northern lllinois University offers programs that
prepare students with diverse career goals, and develop unique strengths and talents which are
valuable in producing top quality teachers in the state and in an increasingly technical society.
The department offers 6 emphases: General Mathematics, Applied Mathematics,
Computational Mathematics, Probability and Statistics, Mathematics Education and
Actuarial Science. The department offers an integrated array of courses, degree programs, and
activities for undergraduates. A Mathematical Sciences degree prepares students to be
innovative and imaginative in complex situations --- ready for a world of challenges. A
mathematics degree demonstrates many obvious career skills: attention to detail, comfort with
numbers and computation, and a familiarity with standard mathematical models. Less obvious
are the skills which develop during the study of higher mathematics. The student develops
rigorous, logical thinking, problem-solving skills, appreciation of and familiarity with complex
structures and algorithms, and the ability to learn technical, detailed, or abstract material. The
department offers 6 emphases: General Mathematics, Applied Mathematics, Computational
Mathematics, Probability and Statistics, Mathematics Education and Actuarial Science.

Sinlx) :Cosix)

http://www.math.niu.edu/
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Philosophy

The Department of Philosophy offers a major leading to a Bachelor of
Arts degree. Some outstanding features of the department are:

e An Excellent Faculty
All members of the faculty hold doctorates in philosophy. They are active
scholars who are committed to teaching. All members of the faculty regularly
teach lower-division courses, including general education courses. Feedback
from students and graduates consistently praises the quality of teaching in the
department along with faculty attention to and concern for students.

e Program Size
While situated within a large and diverse multipurpose university, the philosophy
program is comparatively small. Undergraduates receive individualized attention
from their professors, student/faculty interaction is frequent, and upper-division
class sizes are conducive to in-depth discussion and dialogue. Surveys of
current majors and of recent graduates indicate these factors as being among
the program's greatest strengths. The B.A. program in philosophy was chartered
in 1972 by Phi Sigma Tau, the National Honor Society in Philosophy.

e Preparation for Diverse Careers and Occupations
The study of philosophy imparts the types of skills and capabilities that are
clearly transferable to numerous occupations and employment settings. This
study develops a quality of mind conducive to learning how to learn, to lifelong
learning, and to an enriched personal and professional life. Consequently, a
major in philosophy is excellent preparation for a wide variety of careers and
occupations.

http://www.niu.edu/phil/

Physics

The Department of Physics offers a program leading to a Bachelor of Science with three
different emphases: professional physics, secondary school teaching, and applied
physics. The physics department at NIU has many advantages over programs at other
universities. NIUbs program is smaller thar
more faculty involvement with students in
students have the opportunity to participate in world class research with faculty active at
Argonne National Laboratory and Fermilab, both of which are located within an hour's drive of
the NIU campus.

ARnOne of the best kept secrets at NI U
overl ooks the East Lagoon.

http://www.physics.niu.edu/ 10
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Political Science

The Department of Political Science is a dynamic
student-centered research department committed to
excellence in teaching, scholarship, and service. Political
science is an ideal major for careers in such fields as law,
government, business, education, policy analysis,
journalism, public service, and international affairs. The
major affords students opportunities to explore cutting
edge issues, broaden their perspective as educated
citizens, and further develop analytic abilities and refine
oral and written communication skills. Moreover,
undergraduate majors benefit from the department's
longstanding reputation for teaching excellence, high-
guality undergraduate advising, active learning in the
classroom, enrichment opportunities for the most gifted
students, established conduits for student feedback, and

diverse extracurricular activities. NNIU Po l_ I tilca
The department offers two programs leading to the B.A. Courses are available at
and B.S. structured around four attractive emphases: Oxford University in the
politics, public law, public administration and service, summetr . o

and international politics.

http://www.polisci.niu.edu

Psychology

The Department of Psychology is a vibrant and exciting atmosphere in which to develop and
train as a psychologist. NIU undergraduates can pursue a B.A. or a B.S. degree and graduate
study (primarily Ph.D.) is available in several specializations including:

Klinical psychology

Acognitive and instructional psychol ogy
Adevel opment al psychol ogy
Aindustrial/organizational psychol ogy
Aneuroscience and behavior

Aschool psychology

Asocial psychol ogy

Study in Psychology at NIU is of the highest quality as we have over 30 full-time, Ph.D.
faculty in the department.

http://www.niu.edu/psyc/ 11



