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Chemistry 336 

Organic Chemistry 
Fall 2009 

 
Meetings: MWF 1-1:50pm    Location: Faraday West 201 
 
Instructor: Dr. Dmitry Kadnikov 
E-mail: dkadnikov@niu.edu, please include Chem336 in the subject 
Office:  Faraday Hall 343 (FR 343) 
Office Hours: TTh 10-11am; WF 2-3pm 
 
Textbook: Organic Chemistry 2nd Ed by Joseph M. Hornback 
Optional texts: Solution Manual and Study Guide by Joseph M. Hornback 

Organic Chemistry as a Second Language I by David R. Klein 
Recommended: Molecular models kit 
Blackboard: Blackboard will be used to post grades, announcements, keys to quizzes and exams, and 

all other course related materials 
 

Attendance: Lecture attendance is STRONGLY encouraged, but will not be taken 
 
TEXTING It  is rude during the class and forbidden during the quizzes and exams 
 
Examinations: There will be 10 short in-class quizzes worth 10 pts each, 4 midterm one-hour long 

exams worth 100 pts each, and a two-hour final exam worth 200 pts.   
The upcoming quizzes will be announced in the end of the class preceding the 

date of the quiz.  There will be no make-up quizzes given.  You are allowed to miss one 
quiz, in which case the grade for the missed quiz will be the average of the grades for the 
quizzes you have taken. 

The midterm exams will be conducted in class on the dates indicated in the 
tentative schedule below.  Evening help sessions will be conducted one or two days prior 
to the exam.  There will be no make-up exams.  If you miss one (and only one!) exam 
with a valid excuse (such as an illness confirmed by a doctor’s note or a documented 
family emergency), the grade will be given out of the total of 600 points following the 
grading scale shown below.  In all other circumstances, you will receive zero points for 
the missed exam. 

The final exam will be given on Wednesday, December 9, noon – 1:50 pm.  
Make your travel plans accordingly; this will be the only time you can take the final. 

Anyone caught cheating on the quiz or exam will receive zero points for the test. 
 

Grading: 10 quizzes at 10 pts each   = 100 pts 
  4 exams at 100 pts each   = 400 pts 
  Final Exam     = 200 pts 
  Total      = 700 pts 
 
  Approximate grading scale:    A     > 85% 
        B 71 – 85% 
        C 56 – 70% 
        D 41 – 55% 
 

The cut-offs will not be raised, but they might be lowered depending on the class 
performance.   



Chem336  Fall 2009 
Tentative Schedule 

 
  Main Reading Extra Klein   Main Reading Klein 
Aug 24 Ch. 1 (skip Sect. 1.8)   Oct 16   
 26     19   
 28 Ch. 3 (Sect. 3.1 – 3.5)  Ch. 4  21 Ch. 5 (Sect. 5.7 – 5.10)  
 31     23 Ch. 8 Ch. 8 
Sept   2 Ch. 2  Ch. 1  26  Ch. 9 
   4    28   
   7 Labor Day 

 
  30   

   9  26.8, 27.2  Nov   2 Ch. 9 Ch. 10 
 11 Ch. 5 (Sect. 5.1 – 5.6)  Sect. 5.2-5.4    4 EXAM III  
 14 Ch.6   Sect. 6.1-6.3    6   
 16       9 Ch. 10 Ch. 12,13 
 18   Sect. 6.4-6.7  11   
 21     13   
 23 EXAM I    16   
 25  28.3, 28.5   18   
 28 Ch. 7  Ch. 7  20 Ch. 11 Ch. 11 
 30     23 EXAM IV  
Oct   2  25.2   25  
   5 Ch. 3 (Sect. 3.6 – 3.8)  Ch. 2  27 

Thanksgiving 
Break  

   7    Dec 30   
   9 Ch. 4  Ch. 3    2   
 12   (skip 3.8)    4   
 14 EXAM II       

 
Recommended Problems 

 It is impossible to learn organic chemistry just by reading the textbook and attending lectures.  It 
takes practice, practice, and practice to understand the principles of organic chemistry and to convert them 
into useful skills.  It is thus paramount to solve lots and lots of problems.  You should do all in-text 
problems while you are reading the material.  If you cannot solve them, do not go forward, but reread the 
previous sections until you understand how to do the problem.  Once you completed the chapter, do 
additional problems at the end of the chapter.  The list of the problems below aims to help you focus your 
attention on the problems most relevant to the topics discussed in class.  These problems also serve as good 
examples of the exam questions.  It is especially important to master the problems highlighted in bold (Ch. 8-
11), as these types of questions will constitute the major part of the tests on these chapters.  You are 
encouraged to do as many problems as possible, including problems not on the list, and I, of course, will be 
happy to discuss any of them during the office hours. 
 
Chapter Problems 

1 15, 17-24, 27-29, 31, 34, 35, 37-40 
2 17-36, 39-40, 46 
3 Exam I: 20-22; Exam II: 23-29, 31-34, 36, 37, 40 
4 23-26, 29-39, 43, 44, 47 
5 Exam I: 24ab, 25abde, 26, 27, 29a-d, 30a-c,f, 31h, 33a, 34, 36, 37abcf 

Exam III: 24c-g, 25cf, 28, 29e-i, 30deg-l, 31a-g, 33b-g, 37cdegh, 39, 40 
6 Exam I: 18, 19; Exam II: 15-17, 21, 23, 25-28, 31 
7 16-23, 28-31 
8 22-28, 29, 32-34, 36, 37, 40, 42, 46, 49, 52, 54 
9 17-18, 19, 20, 22-26, 29, 30, 33, 34 

10 33, 36-38, 40-45, 48, 49, 51,  
11 32-33, 34-37, 38, 40, 42, 43, 45-47, 49, 51 


