Acknowledgments

The work herein succeeded because of the commitment, and encouragement of so many people.

Janet Jones, co-director and district director of curriculum and instruction, Rockford Public
Schools, gave her intellect, heart, soul, and body to “make it happen” for teachers. Conard
White, a Core Team member, research associate, and professor emeritus at Northern Illinois
University, has been a partner in design and execution of all research, collection, and analysis of
data, as well as the interpretation of the results. Joseph Kolar, external evaluator, and formerly an
administrator in the Chicago Public Schools, has been a partner on all the initiatives in the design
and execution of all evaluation activities. Jerry Allen, a technology education teacher, Grayslake
High School, Illinois, began as a teacher participant in the PHYS-MA-TECH initiative, 1989-
1992; as a Core Team member, recognized as a master teacher and peer leader, has added a
leadership dimension to the initiatives rarely found in other national initiatives.

Several administrators, Diane Kuehl of Rock Valley College, co-director for the project and
acting dean of Academics, along with the following Northern Illinois University administrators,
strongly backed the project: Promod Vohra and Ramuldas Kasuba, Deans of the College of
Engineering and Engineering Technology and professors of technology and mechanical
engineering, respectively; Frederick Kitterle, Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
and professor of psychology; Cliff Mirman and Dennis Stoia, professors of technology, who
chaired the Department of Technology. When funding ran out, the Provost’s Office of Northern
[llinois University carried us through and enabled us to meet our requirements.

The Faculty Associates and Program Leaders were: Lori Alfe, Will Ashford, Gary Baker,
Marie Baker, Radha Balamuralikrishna, Chuck Billman, Richard Blecksmith, Susan Callahan,
Ann Carter, Michael Day, Patrick Ervin, Joe Etminan, Phil Eubanks, Janet Giesen, Richard
Greene, Tom Guensburg, Lazslo Hanzely, Bernard Harris, Eric Hoffman, Mike Kelly, Dennis
Kevill, Gail Jacky, Jim Lockard, Paul McCombs, Karen Messley, Carole Minor, Cliff Mirman,
Jenny Parker, Brad Peters, Kurt Rosentrator, David Rusin, Bill Scarpaci, Kerri Shaw, Brian
Shelton, Gordy Skattum, Steve Squier, Paul Stoddard, Toni Tollerud, Rachel Turner, Mike
Webb, Mike Welden, and Augden Windelborn.

Gail Jacky, the primary editor, Eric Hoffman, the publication consultant and Web wizard,
Ryan Dally graphics designer, and William Zeisel, working with the American Association for
Higher Education, were all essential to the creation of this document.

The commitment and funding by the National Science Foundation, the Illinois State Board of
Education, the Illinois Board of Higher Education, Rockford Public Schools, Rock Valley
College, Northern Illinois University, and business, industry and community partners made this
initiative possible. Patrick Derry (CEO, Rockford Process Control) led the business and industry
partnerships while Victoria Benson provided dedicated leadership and committment in the
coordination of many complex on-site adventures for teachers in the world of business, industry
and community organizations.

Most of all, we owe thanks to our families, who hardly saw us for so many nights, weekends,
and holidays. To them, we say thank you for supporting us in serving the region’s schools and
living our passion to “make a difference.”






